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General Information

Â The Comprehensive English Language Learning
Assessment (CELLA) is a four-skill language 
proficiency assessment for English Language 
Learners (ELL) students.

Â Testing window 

ÃApril 14 ïMay 15, 2009

Â Assessments

ÃListening

ÃReading

ÃWriting

ÃOne-on-One/Speaking
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Materials Needed for 

One-on-One/Speaking

Â 2009 Directions for Administration &                         
Scoring Guides (DFA)

ÃLevel A2 ïOrange (K through Grade 2)
Â Student Test Book (for all sections)

Â One-on-One Prompt Book (for speaking section only)

Â CD  for Listening Section

Â Stopwatch, Acetate, Dry-erase Marker

ÃLevel B2 ïBlue (Grades 3 through 5)
Â Listening & Speaking (Student Book)

Â Blue Answer Sheet

Â Stopwatch, Acetate, Dry-erase Marker
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Assessorsô Responsibilities

Â Level A2 for Kindergarten
ÃAll sections- Listening, Reading, Writing, and

One-on-One. 

ÃApproximate time is 60 minutes.

Â Level A2 for grades 1 and 2
ÃOne-on-One section. 

ÃApproximate time is 15 minutes.

Â Level B2 for grades 3 through 5
ÃSpeaking section. 

ÃApproximate time is 15 minutes.



5

Test Security

ÂAll CELLA testing materials are to be 

secured at all times.

ÂTest assessors must be able to account 

for all materials assigned to them.

ÂTest assessors will be asked to sign a 

security form.

ÂTest assessors will be asked to sign 

materials in and out.
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Before Testing

ÂReview the Scoring Guide for the 

One-on-One/Speaking Section in the DFA.

ÂRead the scripts for administering the test.

ÂVerify that the name on the answer    

book/sheet belongs to the student  

being tested.

ÂPost the ñDo Not Disturbò sign.
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During Testing

ÂAdminister the test according to the 

directions in the DFA.

ÂMake sure students are on task.

ÂStudents may not use scratch paper, 

dictionaries, thesauruses, or any electronic 

devices.

ÂStudents must use #2 pencils.

ÂReport all problems to the test chairperson.
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After Testing

ÂCollect, count and return all test 

materials to the test chairperson at 

the end of the day.

ÂReport students that are absent to the 

test chairperson.
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Directions for Administering the Test

ÂRead directions that are in bold type exactly as 
they are written.

Â Answer any questions about the directions.

ÂDo NOT give help on specific test questions, 
and do NOT translate any part of the test other 
than the directions.

ÂRead the script as clearly as possible and use 
a normal rate of speech.
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Directions for Administering the Test

Â Pronounce underlined words in the script with 

added emphasis.

Â Letters in the script that appear between slashes 

/ / are to be pronounced as sounds, not called by 

their letter names.  For example, put an X on the 

letter that makes the /s/ sound, as in ñsitò.

ÂCorrect yourself in a comprehensible manner if 

you make a mistake (e.g., reread item).

ÂCollect and secure the materials when there is 

an interruption (e.g. lunch, fire drill).
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CELLA Assessment Level A2 Grades K-2

K
Individually

Administered

Listening
15 questions

approx. 15 minutes

CD must be 

used 
Students put an X on 

the correct answer

Reading
15 questions

approx. 15 minutes

#1-11 students put an X

#12-15 students fill in the        

circle

Writing
7 questions

approx.15 minutes

Students will write 

letters, words, and 

sentences

One-on-One
(Speaking)

21 questions

approx.15 minutes

1st

15 questions

approx. 15 minutes

CD must be 

used
administered in small 

groups 

Students put an X on 

the correct answer

15 questions

approx. 15 minutes

administered in small groups 

#1-11 students put an X

#12-15 students fill in the circle

7 questions

approx. 15 minutes

administered in small groups 

Students will write 

letters, words, and 

sentences

21 questions

approx. 15 minutes

Individually administered

2nd

15 questions

approx. 15 minutes

CD must be 

used
administered in small 

groups 

Students put an X on 

the correct answer

25 questions

approx. 35 minutes

administered in small groups

#1-11 students put an X

#12-25 students fill in the circle

16 questions

approx. 30 minutes
administered in 

small groups

Students will write 

letters, words, 

sentences, and edit 

sentences

21 questions

approx. 15 minutes

Individually administered
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CELLA Assessment ïGrades 3-12

Level B2 

Grades

3-5

Blue 

Listening
22 questions

approx. 25 minutes

CD must be used

Group Administration

Reading
26 questions

approx. 45 minutes

Group 

Administration

Writing
25 questions

approx. 70 minutes

Group 

Administration

Speaking
(One-on-One)

21 questions

approx.15 minutes

Individually 

Administered

Level C2 

Grades

6-8

Purple

22 questions

approx. 25 minutes

CD must be used

Group Administration

26 questions

approx. 45 minutes

Group 

Administration

25 questions

approx.  70 minutes

Group 

Administration

13  questions

approx. 15 minutes

Individually 

Administered

Level D2 

Grades 

9-12

Green

22 questions

approx. 25 minutes

CD must be used

Group Administration

26 questions

approx. 45 minutes

Group 

Administration

25 questions

approx. 70 minutes

Group 

Administration

13 questions

approx. 15 minutes

Individually 

Administered
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Directions for Recorded Delivery 

(Listening)
Â Always use the Listening CD.

Â Introduce the section by saying the script below: 
ñYou will listen to a recording as you take the Listening section.  All instructions 
and questions are on the recording.  I will begin the recording now.ò

Â As the recording plays, make sure that it is loud enough and 
clear enough for the student to hear.

Â Follow the printed script and hold up the demonstration copy 
when noted in the script.

Â Monitor the student as he/she takes the test.

Â Make sure the student is on the correct page at the correct 
time.

Â The CD will prompt you when the test ends.
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Listening Section (Level A2, Kindergarten)

ÂListening section must be delivered 
individually by using the pre-recorded 
prompts on the CD provided (see page 8 in 
the DFA).

ÂDuring the administration of the listening 
section to Kindergarten students only, if a 
student does not answer five questions in a 
row you may stop the administration and 
leave the remaining bubbles blank on the 
student answer sheet.
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Listening Section (Level A2, Kindergarten)

ÂThree (3) Parts 

ÃListen and Match 

questions 1-8

ÃTeacher Talks 

questions 9-12

ÃExtended Listening Comprehension 

questions 13-15
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Level A Listening Example

See 2009 Directions for Administration & Scoring Guides page 9 

and

See Student Book A2 page 1



Demonstrate how students should 

mark their responses in their test book:

17
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Level A Listening Example

See 2009 Directions for Administration & Scoring Guides page 11 

and

See Student Book A2 page 5
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Reading Section (Level A2, Kindergarten)

ÂYou will individually administer the first part of 

the Reading section by reading aloud from 

the script.

ÂYou need to STOP the administration of this 

section if a student does not respond to five 

(5) consecutive questions.

ÂKindergarten students will only respond to 

questions 1-15.
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Level A Reading Example

See 2009 Directions for Administration & Scoring Guides page 16 

and

See Student Book A2 page 11
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Level A Reading Example

See 2009 Directions for Administration & Scoring Guides page 17

and

See Student Book A2 page 12
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Writing Section (Level A2, Kindergarten)

ÂQuestions 1-7 are to be individually 
administered to the kindergarten 
students.

ÂYou need to STOP the administration of 
this section if a student does not respond 
to five (5) consecutive questions.
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Level A Writing Example

See 2009 Directions for Administration & Scoring Guides page 24

and

See Student Book A2 page 27
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Tips for Administering the

One-on-One/Speaking Sections

ÂMake the student as comfortable as possible.

ÂCreate a congenial and positive atmosphere.

Â Allow the student to demonstrate what he/she 

knows and can do in English.

ÂReview the rubrics again to be sure of the criteria 

you will use to assess the student.

Â If a student does not initially understand a prompt, 

repeat it varying the speed and intonation.
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Tips for Administering the

One-on-One/Speaking Sections

(Continued)

ÂIf a studentôs response is too brief to 
accurately assess his/her speaking ability, 
ask probing questions as appropriate. 

ÂProbing questions may be used to:

Ãget the student to start speaking if he or she is 
having difficulties;

Ãclarify the question itself, if it helps, and

Ãencourage the student to expand or elaborate 
his/her response.
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One-on-One/Speaking Sections

Section Types:   

Â Listening Vocabulary (Level A2)

ÃRead each prompt clearly.

Â Oral Vocabulary (All Levels)

ÃGive full credit if the student correctly identifies the 
item, regardless of form. (headphones ïheadset)

ÃDo not give credit for paraphrasing or showing 
knowledge of the use of an object. (ñA thing you use 
to listen to music.ò)

Â Speech Functions (All Levels)

ÃMake sure that the sample question is not scored.

ÃThere may be more than one correct response.
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One-on-One Section Types (Continued)

ÂPersonal Opinion (All Levels)

If the student does not provide clear support to his/her  

answer, use a probing question.

ÂStory Retelling (All Levels)

Full credit should be given for a reasonable interpretation of 

what is shown in the pictures, regardless of retell order.

ÂPrint Concepts (Level A2)

One-on-One script has correct responses if needed.



One-on-One Section Types (Continued)

ÂReading Aloud for Fluency 

(Levels A2-B2)
Ç Response is timed (30 seconds for  Level A2

and  40 seconds for  Level B2).  

Ç Use clear acetate for this section. 

Ç If the student self-corrects within 3        
seconds, it is not counted as an error. 

Ç If the student makes repeated errors on the 

same word, tally the error only once.

Ç If the student struggles with a word for 
three (3) seconds, you may tell the student

the word and count it as an error.

Ç You could use slash (/) marks or other  
notations.

28
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Speaking Section Type

ÂGraph Interpretation (Levels B2-D2)

Measures studentôs ability to orally 

summarize and interpret a graph.
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One-on-One/Speaking Sections

Â Approximate time is15 minutes.

Â If a student does not respond, a score of NR (No 

Response) will be issued. NR is given only when 

a student does not provide the spoken (or 

pointed) response to a question.

Â If a student does not respond (NR) to five (5) 

questions in a row, skip to the next type of 

question.

Â If you get minimal response, continue with the 

assessment of that particular type.
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One-on -One/Speaking Scoring Section 
Example

Level A see page 37 in Student Test Book



CELLA Level A2 Grades K-2 (One-on-One)

Question No. Item Type Scoring Scale

1-5 Listening Vocabulary NR, 0-1
Point to object or person

6-11 Oral Vocabulary NR, 0-1
Name object

12-13 Speech Functions NR, 0-1-2   Rubric
Respond to a question

14 Personal Opinion NR,0-1-2    Rubric  
Give and support opinion 

15 Story Retelling NR,0-1-2-3-4  Rubric
Retell story

16-20 Print Concepts NR, 0-1
Point, identify and name letters, 

words, and parts of the story

21 Reading Aloud 

For Fluency

NR, 0-1-2-3-4 Rubric
Read aloud for 30 seconds
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